CHAPTER V.

THE ROMANTICISTS (CONTINUED).
Sheykh  Ghalib.

In this chapter we have to consider Sheykh Ghalib, the
last of the four great poets of the Old School of Ottoman
literature. We have already seen how the first of these,
Fuziilf, is distinguished by his tenderness of feeling; how
the second, Nefcf, stands pre-eminent through the splendour
of his language; and how the third, Nedi'm, shines by his
delicate and graceful fancy and his exquisite daintiness of
diction. But far rarer than any of these qualities, at least
among his fellow-countrymen, is the gift which has raised
Sheykh Ghalib to the first rank in the vast army of Turkish
poets. Originality of conception and power of imagination
are not very common in the literature of any people, while
in that of the Ottomans they are singularly rare; yet it is
to these, and not to any artistry in language, that this poet
owes his lofty rank.

Muhammed Escad, afterwards known as Sheykh Ghalib or
Ghalib Dede, l was born in the district of Yeni Qapu, or
New-Gate, in the west of Constantinople, in the year 1171
(I7S7_8). 2 His father, Mustafa Reshfd Efendi, was a clerk

1  Declc = Grandfather, is a title sometimes given to certain Mevlevf dervishes,
much as Father is to some Christian piiests.

2  In  one of his ghazels  Ghdlib gives this chronogram for his own birth: